
MINUTES OF THE

EDUCATION INTERIM COMMITTEE

Wednesday, November 14, 2007 – 8:00 a.m. – Room W135 House Building

Members Present:

Sen. Howard A. Stephenson, Senate Chair

Sen. Margaret Dayton, Senate Vice Chair

Rep. Gregory H. Hughes, House Chair

Sen. Curtis S. Bramble

Sen. Lyle W. Hillyard

Sen. Patricia W. Jones

Sen. Mark B. Madsen

Sen. Ross I. Romero

Rep. Sylvia S. Andersen

Rep. Brad L. Dee

Rep. Craig A. Frank

Rep. James R. Gowans

Rep. Kory M. Holdaway

Rep. Bradley G. Last

Rep. Rebecca D. Lockhart

Rep. Carol Spackman Moss

Rep. Merlynn T. Newbold

Rep. Patrick L. Painter

Rep. LaWanna "Lou" Shurtliff

Rep. Kenneth W. Sumsion

Rep. Stephen H. Urquhart

Members Absent:

Rep. Mark A. Wheatley

Staff Present:

Ms. Constance C. Steffen, Policy Analyst

Mr. Phillip V. Dean, Policy Analyst

Mr. Dee S Larsen, Associate General Counsel

Ms. Glenda S. Whitney, Legislative Secretary

Note:  A list of others present, a copy of related materials, and an audio recording of the meeting can be found at www.le.utah.gov.

1. Committee Business

Chair Dayton called the meeting to order at 8:05 a.m.

MOTION: Rep. Newbold moved to approve the minutes of the October 17, 2007 meeting. The motion

passed unanimously. Sen. Bramble, Sen. Jones, Sen. Madsen, Sen. Romero, Rep. Hughes, Rep. Gowans,

Rep. Painter, Rep. Shurtliff, and Rep. Urquhart were absent for the vote.

2. Annual Reports

A. Engineering and Computer Science Initiative

Mr. John Sutherland, Chair, Technology Initiative Advisory Board, distributed and discussed a draft

report, "Utah's Engineering Initiative, 2007 Report to the Legislature." He said that he does not expect

asking for more funds after the coming legislative session, because the institutions are at their limits in

providing matching funds.

B. Utah College of Applied Technology

Mr. Jared Haines, Acting President, UCAT (Utah College of Applied Technology), discussed the annual

report, "Utah College of Applied Technology Annual Report - October 2007," that was distributed in the

mailing packet. He noted the report summarizes UCAT's progress, activities, growth, and achievements

during fiscal year 2007. He said the total membership hours are steady, but high school student

participation increased over 2 percent.
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C. Career and Technical Education in High Schools

Ms. Mary Shumway, Career and Technical Education Director, State Board of Education, gave a summary

of the report, "Meeting the Needs of Utah's Secondary Students in Career and Technical Education," that

was distributed in the mailing packet. She reported on innovation in school district career and technical

education.

Ms. Shumway also distributed an educator's guide, "Utah High School to College and Career Pathways -

Giving Students the Edge." She highlighted the High School to College and Career Pathways Initiative

which identifies the high school and college courses needed to prepare for different careers.

D. Grades 4 - 6 Math Improvement Program

Ms. Nicole Paulson, State Board of Education, gave a summary of the report, "Report to the Legislative

Education Interim Committee on the Internal and External Evaluations of Programs Funded Under 

H.B. 181 (2006), the Mathematics Improvement Program," that was distributed in the mailing packet. She

explained that the external three-year evaluation is being conducted by the Institute for Behavioral

Research in Creativity and ultimately will examine student academic performance, student attitudes

toward math, level of implementation of scientifically-based mathematics instruction, and overall program

implementation and functioning.

3. Report and Proposed Legislation of the Subcommittee on Teacher Shortages, Quality, and

Compensation

Sen. Howard Stephenson, Senate Chair, and Rep. Gregory Hughes, House Chair, Subcommittee on

Teacher Shortages, Quality, and Compensation, gave an overview of the actions of the Subcommittee.

Ms. Steffen reported that the Subcommittee on Teacher Shortages, Quality, and Compensation

recommended six bills for consideration by the Education Interim Committee. She reviewed each of the

bills: "Educator Relicensure Initiative," "Paraeducator to Teacher Scholarship Program," "Extended Year

for Special Educators," "Differentiated Pay for Teachers," "Extended School Year Initiative," and "Task

Force to Study Performance Incentives for Teachers."  

Sen. Stephenson suggested that the Committee consider adopting the bills as committee bills, but also

recommended that the bills have a hearing in the house of origin during the 2008 General Session.

• "Educator Relicensure Initiative" - The bill creates a procedure to reinstate the license of an

educator whose license has expired.

Rep. Ronda Rudd Menlove briefed the Committee on 2008 General Session draft legislation, "Educator

Relicensure Initiative."  

Ms. Sydnee Dickson, Educator Quality and Licensing Director, Utah State Office of Education, responded

to committee members' questions on licensing. 
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MOTION: Rep. Hughes moved to adopt as a committee bill, 2008 General Session draft legislation,

"Educator Relicensure Initiative," and recommended it receive a hearing in the house of origin during the

2008 General Session. The motion passed unanimously with Sen. Bramble, Sen. Hillyard, Rep. Dee, 

Rep. Newbold, Rep. Painter, and Rep. Urquhart absent for the vote.

• "Paraeducator to Teacher Scholarship Program" - The bill creates a program to award scholarships

to paraeducators for education and training to become a licensed teacher.

Rep. Menlove briefed the Committee on 2008 General Session draft legislation, "Paraeducator to Teacher

Scholarship Program." 

MOTION: Rep. Hughes moved to adopt as a committee bill, 2008 General Session draft legislation,

"Paraeducator to Teacher Scholarship Program," with a favorable vote, with the understanding of

revisiting the bill in committee at the 2008 General Session after it receives a fiscal note. The motion

passed unanimously with Sen. Bramble, Sen. Hillyard, Rep. Andersen, Rep. Dee, Rep. Newbold, Rep.

Painter, and Rep. Urquhart absent for the vote.

• "Extended Year for Special Educators" - The bill provides for stipends for special educators for

additional days of work.

Rep. Menlove briefed the Committee on 2008 General Session draft legislation, "Extended Year for

Special Educators."

Rep. Holdway declared a conflict of interest.

MOTION: Rep. Hughes moved to adopt as a committee bill, 2008 General Session draft legislation,

"Extended Year for Special Educators," and recommended a further committee hearing during the 2008

General Session after it receives a fiscal note. The motion passed unanimously with Sen. Bramble, Sen.

Hillyard, Rep. Dee, Rep. Frank, Rep. Newbold, Rep. Painter, and Rep. Urquhart absent for the vote.

• "Differentiated Pay for Teachers" - The bill provides market incentives to attract and retain

mathematics and science teachers who fill positions for which there is critical shortage of

qualified personnel.

Sen. Stephenson briefed the Committee on 2008 General Session draft legislation, "Differentiated Pay for

Teachers."

MOTION: Rep. Hughes moved to adopt as a committee bill, 2008 General Session draft legislation,

"Differentiated Pay for Teachers," with a favorable vote and recommended further consideration in

committee at the 2008 General Session and obtaining an accurate and updated fiscal note for the bill. The

motion passed with Sen. Romero, Rep. Holdaway, and Rep. Shurtliff voting in opposition. Sen. Bramble, 

Sen. Hillyard, Rep. Frank, and Rep. Newbold were absent for the vote.

• "Extended School Year Incentive" - The bill creates a grant program to provide a financial

incentive to school districts to adopt school schedules and calendars that result in a more efficient

use of human resources and capital facilities.
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Sen. Stephenson briefed the Committee on 2008 General Session draft legislation, "Extended School Year

Incentive."

MOTION: Rep. Hughes moved to adopt as a committee bill, 2008 General Session draft legislation,

"Extended School Year Incentive," and recommended further consideration at the 2008 General Session

after it receives a fiscal note. The motion passed with Sen. Jones, Sen. Romero, Rep. Gowans, and Rep.

Moss voting in opposition. Sen. Bramble and Rep. Frank were absent for the vote.

• "Task Force to Study Performance Incentives for Teachers" - The bill creates the Performance

Incentives for Teachers Task Force.

Sen. Stephenson briefed the Committee on 2008 General Session draft legislation, "Task Force to Study

Performance Incentives for Teachers."

MOTION: Sen. Stephenson moved to adopt as a committee bill, 2008 General Session draft legislation,

"Task Force to Study Performance Incentives for Teachers," and recommended having a committee

hearing in both houses after it receives a fiscal note. The motion passed unanimously with 

Sen. Bramble, Sen. Hillyard, Rep. Frank, Rep. Holdaway, Rep. Last, and Rep. Urquhart absent for the

vote.

4. Report and Proposed Legislation of the Higher Education Task Force

Sen. Greg Bell, Senate Chair, and Rep. Kory Holdaway, House Chair, Higher Education Task Force,

presented the final report on the Higher Education Task Force. Rep. Holdaway explained that the Task

Force examined issues relating to UCAT, including the need to coordinate budgeting and capital facilities

with the Utah System of Higher Education. Other issues studied include the articulation of classes and

transfer of credits, graduation time frames, minority and low income student participation in higher

education, and substance abuse on colleges. 

Rep. Holdaway stated that the Task Force will meet after the Education Interim Committee to consider

proposed legislation.

5. Proposed Legislation

The Committee received presentations on the proposed legislation listed below:

A. "Mathematics, Science, and Technical Education Task Force"

Sen. Stephenson asked Mr. Larsen to give an overview of 2008 General Session draft legislation,

"Mathematics, Science, and Technology Education Task Force," that was distributed in the mailing

packet. 

Mr. Larsen explained that the bill creates the Mathematics, Science, and Technology Education Task

Force.
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MOTION: Sen. Stephenson moved to adopt as a committee bill, 2008 General Session draft legislation,

"Mathematics, Science, and Technology Education Task Force." The motion passed with Sen. Romero,

Rep. Gowans, and Rep. Moss voting in opposition. Sen. Bramble, Sen. Hillyard, Rep. Last, and 

Rep. Urquhart were absent for the vote.

Sen. Dayton turned the chair over to Rep. Hughes.

B. "Resolution Encouraging the Advertisement of Alternative Routes to Teaching"

Sen. Dayton distributed and introduced 2008 General Session draft legislation, "Resolution Encouraging

the Advertisement of Alternative Routes to Teaching." Sen. Dayton asked 

Ms. Whitney to read the resolution and then explained that this joint resolution of the Legislature

encourages the advertisement of alternative routes to teaching.

Mr. Larry Shumway, Associate Superintendent, State Board of Education, expressed support for

increasing recognition of the alternative routes to licensure.

MOTION: Sen. Dayton moved to adopt as a committee bill, 2008 General Session draft legislation,

"Resolution Encouraging the Advertisement of Alternative Routes to Teaching." The motion passed

unanimously with Sen. Bramble, Rep. Dee and Rep. Urquhart absent for the vote.

C. "Education Agreement Requirements"

Sen. Dayton distributed and introduced 2008 General Session draft legislation, "Education Agreement

Requirements." She asked Mr. Larsen to give an overview of the bill. 

Mr. Larsen explained that the bill requires gubernatorial and legislative approval for certain education

agreements that implement federal programs.

Mr. Shumway expressed that the superintendent is concerned with the federal programs. 

No action was taken on the bill.

Rep. Hughes turned the chair over to Sen. Dayton.

D. "Modifications to the State Board of Education Membership"

Mr. Larsen gave an overview of 2008 General Session draft legislation, "Modifications to the State Board

of Education Membership," that was distributed in the mailing packet. He noted that the bill modifies

provisions governing the number, qualification, nomination, and election of members of the State Board

of Education.

 

Sen. Stephenson discussed reasons for having partisan elections and expanding the board.

Rep. Carl Wimmer stated that under the current process for selecting State Board of Education members,

the public is not well-informed of the candidates for members of the State Board.
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Sen. Stephenson stated it is too late to change the process for selecting State Board of Education members

in 2008 and suggested that the issue be studied by the Education Interim Committee next year. 

E. "Resolution Amending Appointment of State Superintendent"

Sen. Stephenson gave an overview of 2008 General Session draft legislation, "Resolution Amending

Appointment of State Superintendent," that was distributed in the mailing packet. He noted that this joint

resolution of the Legislature proposes to amend the Utah Constitution to modify who appoints the State

Superintendent of Public Instruction.

Mr. Mark Cluff, State Board of Education member, stated that state boards of education function best

when they appoint the state superintendent of public instruction. After his comments he distributed a

handout, "State Education Governance Models (2007)."

Sen. Stephenson suggested moving to the next agenda item.

F. "Home School and Extra Curricular Activities Amendments"

Sen. Mark Madsen gave an overview of 2008 General Session draft legislation, "Home School and Extra

Curricular Activities Amendments," that was distributed in the mailing packet. He noted that the bill

modifies procedures for exempting minors who are home schooled from attendance at a public or private

school and addresses private school and home school students' eligibility to participate in extracurricular

activities.

MOTION: Sen. Stephenson moved to adopt as a committee bill, 2008 General Session draft legislation,

"Home School and Extra Curricular Activities Amendments."  The motion passed unanimously with 

Sen. Hillyard, Rep. Hughes, Rep. Dee, Rep. Gowans, Rep. Holdaway, Rep. Newbold, Rep. Shurtliff, and

Rep. Urquhart absent for the vote.

G. "Charter and Online Schools - Participation in Extracurricular Activities"

Sen. Madsen gave an overview of 2008 General Session draft legislation, "Charter and Online Schools -

Participation in Extracurricular Activities," that was distributed in the mailing packet. He noted that the

bill addresses the eligibility of charter school students and students who participate in online education

programs to participate in extracurricular activities.

MOTION: Sen. Stephenson moved to adopt as a committee bill, 2008 General Session draft legislation,

"Charter and Online Schools - Participation in Extracurricular Activities." The motion passed with 

Sen. Romero voting in opposition. Sen. Hillyard, Rep. Dee, Rep. Gowans, Rep. Holdaway, Rep. Newbold,

Rep. Shurtliff, and Rep. Urquhart were absent for the vote.

6. Debate and Action on Proposed Legislation

The Committee debated and took action on proposed legislation that had been presented during the

meeting.



Minutes of the Education Interim Committee 

November 14, 2007

Page 7

7. Other Items / Adjourn

Rep. Dougall distributed and proposed a resolution, "Resolution Designating the State Sandwich Cookie." 

Ms. Leah Barker, Executive Director, Children First Utah, distributed a handout, "Children First Utah,

October 1, 2007 Program Report" and reviewed information on the organization's scholarship program.

She noted currently 368 children of low-income families receive a scholarship from Children First Utah.

Mr. Steve Kroes, President, Utah Foundation, distributed and discussed the October 2007 Utah

Foundation research report, "School Testing Results, 2006 & 2007 - How Utah Compares to Other

States." He presented its findings and noted that when Utah test results are compared with test results of

students in states with similar demographics, Utah has the lowest ranking.

MOTION: Rep. Last moved to adjourn the meeting. The motion passed unanimously with Sen. Hillyard,

Rep. Dee, Rep. Gowans, Rep. Holdaway, Rep. Newbold, Rep. Shurtliff, and Rep. Urquhart absent for the

vote.  

Chair Dayton adjourned the meeting at 12:03 p.m. 


